Salem E.C. Church

Salem Spirit

From the Pastor’'s Desk

Greetings in the
Precious Name of
Jesus!

On Sunday, August
26th, we began a study
of 1 John during our
morning worship. This
letter was written by the
Apostle John so that
Christians — true follow-
ers of Jesus — can know
they have eternal life.
Some people think you
can never be sure you
have eternal life. But 1
John 5:13 says you can
be sure. How can you
have this assurance?
Our assurance of eter-
nal life is based on three
things.

First, our assurance
of eternal life-is based
on the truth of God's
Word. God's Word tells
us that if we repent of

our sin and accept Je-
sus Christ as Savior and
Lord, we receive eternal
life (see John 1:14 and
3:16 and 1 John 5:11-
13). That's what God
says and God doesn't
lie!

Second, our assur-
ance of eternal life is
based on the testimony
of the Holy Spirit. In
Romans 8:16,17 we're
told that the Holy Spirit
— who lives within all
followers of Jesus (see
1 John 4:13) — speaks
to our human spirit and
tells us that we are chil-
dren of God. And as
children of God we are
co-heirs with Christ and
will ultimately share in
his glory.

Third our assurance
of eternal life is based
on the transformed life.

In Matthew 7:16-20,
Jesus tells us that peo-
ple can identify his fol-
lowers by looking at
their “fruit” — by looking
at the way they talk and
act. In'John 13:35, Je-
sus tells us that people
will know we are his
followers by our love for
one another (compare 1
John 3:14).

Listen carefully. If
we believe right AND
behave right — if we talk
the talk AND walk the
walk — we can AND will
have the assurance that
we have eternal life. |
hope and pray that YOU
have this assurance.
And | hope and pray
that you are experienc-
ing the joy of the Lord —
the joy that comes from
trusting and obeying
Jesus.

Pastor Gary

Operation Christmas Child

We will once again be
participating in the Sa-
maritan’s Purse Opera-
tion Christmas Child pro-
gram in November. More
details will be available in
the October newsletter
and in the bulletins, but
now, while school sup-

plies are readily available
at low prices, it's a good
time to stock up on items
to fill shoe boxes. We
were able to collect 32
boxes last year! Those
boxes were shipped to
needy children, and the
good news of Jesus’ love

was shared via literature
in the boxes in the chil-
dren’s native language.
It's really exciting to be
part of sharing the gospel
worldwide (and it's even
more exciting if your re-
cipient writes to you!).
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Sunday school classes

Beginning Sunday, September Islam; An Insider’s Look at Mus-
9th the following Sunday school  lim Life and Beliefs”. The Primary Sunday school
classes will begin new curricu- Ken Mansfield’s class will be- class (grades 1-3) will begin

lum: gin the book “Seven Things classes again in the Primary

Pastor Gary will be starting a That Steal Your Joy” by Joyce room on Sunday, September
new “We Are Salem Class” for Meyer. 2nd.

adults. This class is a 4 month
study, which is an introduction
to the Christian faith and Salem
Church. It is designed for new
believers or believers who want
a refresher course. Class size
is limited to 8 people. Please
sign up in the lobby if you would
like to be part of this class.

Jon Kuhns (Young Adults
class) will be starting “Unveiling

Building Fund Update

Rich Peachey’s class (college
aged 18-25) will begin exploring
their Spiritual Gifts.

Men and Women of Faith will
start meeting again on
Tuesday, September 11th at
7:00 pm.

12/31/06 Building fund balance $120,174.81
2007 Building Fund Income as of 8/26/07 50,486.52
2007 Interest Income as of 7/31/07 1,907.92
Transfers from General Fund (15% of Inc.) 17,640.00
Windsor Twp. Building Permit—2/26/07 (7,054.00)
John W. Hoffert—surveying (8,095.55)
Dueck Const.—start up payment (41,600.00)
Hurst Excavating—210% deposit (12,760.00)
Michael C. Wall—HVAC maint. (4,829.93)
John W. Hoffert—modifications to plan (1,200.00)
Dueck Construction—masonry (41,600.00)
Hurst Excavating (41,650.00)
Lebanon Valley Electric—deposit (7,500.00)
Met-Ed—extend OH primary (8,695.56)
Dueck Construction (83,200.00)
Hurst Excavating (46,660.00)
Windsor Twp.—septic inspection (291.00)
Musselman's Plumbing (10,545.00)

Loan Advances
Building Fund Bal. as of 8/26/07

(245,646.60)

126,600.00

$ 1.128.21
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| had a great time at Mountain
TOP this year. Because this
was my first mission trip, | did
not know what to expect. Inthe
end, it was a wonderful experi-
ence. I'm not very talkative, so |
figured meeting people and
making friends would not be
very easy. By the second day |
had met tons of new people,
and | even bonded with my
YRG. | had a great time with

Oh my! Where do | start? Well,
this being my second mission
trip, | had a wonderful experi-
ence yet again! I wentto Ten-
nessee with hopes of changing
homes and hearts and | came
home a happy girl. | was lucky
enough to be put on a work
crew consisting of 6 diverse "go-
getters". By the end of our first
day we had developed inside
jokes and great relation-

ships. Day 1 was painting a
porch and wheel chair ramp,

This was my first mission trip
ever! It was a great experience
to get to go down to Tennessee
with a bunch of the Youth and
be able to spend time together
with them, and also to meet new
people. The camp divided us
into groups of 6 and 7 people,
we only had 6 in our

group. Eden Troxel was in my
group, she did a great

job! There was a lady named
Cheryl, she definitely met the
social needs of the residents,
she could talk their ear off. Also
we had 3 youth from 3 different
churches in our group. Our
group got to build 2 wheel chair
ramps and repair 1. Make a
gate so they couldn't fall down
the steps, fix a roof that 2 other
groups tried to fix in the past
years from leaking. Our group

Jordan Rice

my YRG. We worked great to-
gether all day, and went some-
where fun everyday when the
work was done. We did not
meet many families that talked
to us for more than 5 min-

utes. On the third day we met a
nice lady that gave us a water-
melon. Back at camp | also had
a lot of fun playing games and
meeting new people. | also got
to know one of the major group

Amy Mengel

blue, for a lady whom we sadly

did not get to meet because she

was at a doctors appoint-

ment. Days 2 & 3 were

great! Rose & John Banker, an
elderly brother and sister pair,
were eager to meet us & talk
with us. They claimed that we
were the best work crew that
ever came to help them. As
John put it to my crew leader,
"She's not talking. She's teach-
ing me - and I'm teaching

her." | will continue to stay in

Barry Mengel

repaired it and the next day it
rained and the Lady called back
to camp and was excited it did-
n't leak this time! We got to
paint a kitchen and bathroom,
and the last day we got to do
yard work. | even got to use my
chainsaw to cut some low
branches out of a tree! Of
course Eden was my spotter!

It was a great time and you
could definitely see God at work
in the camp and also out in the
community. THANKS to all of
you who supported us with your
thoughts, prayers, etc. WE
HAVE A GREAT CHURCH
FAMILY!

Salem Spirit

leaders very well; his name was
Ryan. Ryan helped me to get
closer to God and helped God
work with me and through

me. Over all | had a great time
and | am excited to go

again. Thank you to everyone
who supported us and donated
things towards the mission trip

contact with them. Day 4 was
building a porch roof. Day 5 |
helped an elderly lady rejuve-
nate 7 rose bushes that she
thought were gone. | had a
wonderful experience and | am
very excited to begin interna-
tional missions. | love working
hard and sharing the love of
God. | can happily say | helped
the people of Tennessee and
they helped me. Bring on next
year!
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| have come to see missions
trips for TGIF as the pinnacle of
our year. At no other event do
we get a chance to fellowship &
worship with other believers,
serve God by helping people we
don't even know, challenge our-
selves to "get out of our boxes"
& leave our comfort zone be-
hind, and most of all, fully trust
the Lord throughout the week as
we encounter all the strange
and challenging new things the
week sends our way.

We had a lot of first timers' and
it was so fun-and awesome to
watch them work through their

Dawn Mengel

experiences. Our alumni, how-
ever experienced they were,
faced new and exciting situa-
tions, and served with loving
hearts and hands, made new
friends, and grew in their walk
with the Lord.

For me personally, | had a chal-
lenging week, but a great one
overall. | had quite a few times
when | saw God at work in
really neat ways - too many and
too personal to share now, but
as usual, He did some awe-
some things in my life, the lives
of our youth and those we
served.

TGIF—Mark Your Calendars!

Our Annual Fantastic
Fall Weekend!

What's it all about? A hayride,
deer spotting, corn maze, hik-
ing, mountain top worship,
whitewater rafting and camping
out in tents! More details will
follow in October, but for now,
block off the weekend of Octo-
ber 19-21!

2008 TGIF Mission Trips

We're already in the planning
stages for the 2008 Mission Trips.
We will offer two options (with un-
determined dates) - one interna-
tional to Costa Rica, one stateside
in PA. IF YOU HAVE ANY INTEN-
TION TO GO INTERNATIONAL, IT
IS NECESSARY TO GET YOUR
PASSPORTS NOW! See Dawn
with any questions.
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I'm already looking forward to
the 2008 missions trip!

You can access the weekly
prayer list by going on our
website in the Members
Area. Click on the Prayer
and Praise Wall.

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

Seeing lots of new faces around
church-and not sure of who they
are? Here's a fun way to get to
know each other! Sunday, Sep-
tember 30th is the date of our
next 8Guess Who's Coming to
Dinner°. To participate, simply fill
out a form located in the lobby or
in your weekly bulletin. (signing
up is necessary!). You can
choose to be a host or a guest.
As a host, you will be informed

how many people are coming to
your-house to enjoy a meal you
have prepared, but you'll have no
idea who itis! As a guest, you
will be asked to make a salad
and/or dessert, and you will be
given directions to a home, but
you'll have no idea who's it is!
We've held this event numerous
times, and each time many new
friendships are formed, and those
who participate always anticipate

the next one! So sign up in the
lobby and be a part of a fun-filled
night of anticipation, great food,
and fun! See Maggie Boyle for
more details.
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More Fellowship Events......

Annual Hayride Christmas Caroling
November 4th December

(date to be determined)

If you or someone you know
would like to host this years
hayride, please see Dawn
Mengel! November seems
far away, but it's not!

Do you like singing? Do you
love Christmas? Then you're
the person we need to head
up this event! Please see
Dawn Mengel to set it up.

We need help.......

Within the next month we will need some people to work on the electrical phase of our
building project. We need a few people with electrical expertise and several people
who can drill holes and pull wires. If you can help, please fill out this form and return it
to the office ASAP.

Name

Phone #

Check one or both:

| have some electrical expertise

| can drill holes and pull wires

Indicate when you are available to help out:
Monday _ Tuesday  Wed.  Thurs._ Friday __ Sat.

Indicate time of day that is best for you to help:
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Ministry Schedules

Greeters
Traditional Service

Contemporary Service

Ushers
Sept. 2

Sept. 2 Kent Olson, Kevin Towles, Jon
. Kuhns, Jon Koch
Sept. 2 Claude & Jan Petrie
Sept. 9
Dave & Sandy Epting Sept. 9 P
Peqaie Rush Briana Gromlich, Brandon Kutz,
Sept. 9 99 Josh Peters, Mason Schnabel
1
Lawrence & Charlotte Sunday Sept. 16 Sept. 16
Sept. 16 Alma Brobst Tim Peters, Terry Danenhower,
Wayne & Mae Adam Sept. 23 Josh Kuehner, Todd Williams
Sept. 23 June Weiskircher & Sept. 23
Dena Matrie Bruno Laurie Hummel Peggie Rush, Jan Petrie, June
Sept. 30 Sept. 30 Weiskircher, Carol Ann Olson

Bruce & Sue Krammes

Chris & Shelley Schnabel

Sept. 30

Darwin Haas, Claude Petrie,
Dave Capion, Matt Capion

Nursery Jr.Church Prayer List typing
Sept. 2 Michelle Capion  Sept. 2 Dena Bruno Sept. 2 Kelley Burr
Sept. 9 Jill Middlecamp ~ sept. 9 Jody Kuehner Sept. 9 Karen Kuhns
Sept. 16 Sandy Towles Sept. 16 Peggie Rush Sept. 16 Linda Hopkins
Sept. 23 Jody Kuehner Sept. 23 Michelle Capion Sept. 23 Diane Galutia
Sept. 30 Michelle Capion Sept. 30 Dena Bruno Sept. 30 Carol Mansfield
Birthdays & Anniversaries

2nd Faye Caples 22nd  Shelley Schnabel 30th Deb Rice
3rd Vreeland Wood Jr. Dena Marie Bruno
6th Eden Troxell 23rd  Rick Rutherford Anniversaries
8th Darwin Haas Joye McNulty 2nd Dave & Sandy Epting

June Weiskircher Bill Lillington 3rd Josiah & Lauren Koch
15th Case Reppert 24th Christian Serafin oth Chris & Nadine Galloway
18th Ken Mansfield Donald Dietrich 14th Dave & Eileen Capion
19th Terry Danenhower 25th Melanie Ross 10th Scott & Jill Middlecamp
20th Barry Mengel Sue Long 24th Donald & Leslie Dietrich
21st Troy Mansfield Brian Trexler 25th Craig & Tina Kutz

Kristin Eller Celina Hartman 26th  Therman & Bonnie Madeira
22nd  Lois Peters 26th  Deborah Sunday 30th  Buddy & Jen Zimmerman
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Salem E.C. Church

2150 Old 22
Lenhartsville, PA 19534

610-562-5033
wearesalem@comcast.net

We're on the web at

www.wearesalem.o
g

A Contemporary Church
That Doesn't Compromise
the Truth

No Time For

Yau'vetimetobuild housss andin
themdwsdl

Andtimetodo busness—tobuy
andtodl;

But non for repantance or degp ear-
nest pray,
To sk your salvation you'veno
timetogpare

Yau'vetimefar earth'spleasures for

Yau'vetimetotakevoyagesove the
=,
Andtimetotakein thewarld sjubi-
leg
But soon your bigiht hapeswill be
log inthegoom

Of theadd, dark river of desth and
thetob.

Yau'vetimetoresort tothenoun-

frdicand fun, tanandden;
For he dittaingtreasures how Andtimetogain knowvledgefram
quickly you run; bocksand franman;
But carenat tossk thefair mandon Yet notimetosaarch far thewisdom
above of God,
Thefavar of God or thegft of His But what of your soul when you're
love under thesod?

God

Far timewill nat linger when hdp-
lesyaulig
Saringdesthin thefacs you will
taketimetodie

Then, what of thejudgment—pause
think, I inplare

Faor timewill belog on@eanity’s
dae

Author Unknown



